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Achieving great results

Legal 500 EMEA

An incredible resource and very 
authoritative. Extremely measured 
and thoughtful. Advice is spot-on

Chambers Europe

Belgium's Best Domestic and 
International Arbitrator

Global Excellence Awards
Acquisition International

Excellent

Best Arbitrators
Leaders League
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Brilliant. A wealth of alternative dispute 
resolution experience. Acknowledged 
among the best on the market for 
complex contentious matters

WTR 1000

Highly Recommended

International Arbitration 
Leaders League



An Independent Law Firm

Thirty years of experience at top level, 
serving clients from around the globe
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PETILLION has a stellar reputation for advising clients in regulatory 
matters and for conducting complex court litigation and handling difficult 
national and international arbitrations. We advise and represent clients in 
both domestic and multi-jurisdictional matters.

We have experience in different sectors such as IP, IT, Media, 
Entertainment, Internet, Fashion, Publishing, Art, Telecom, Postal, Energy, 
Construction, Automotive, Aviation and Aerospace.

Our team excels at handling significant, high value commercial disputes in 
an efficient, thorough and cost-effective manner. Our hands-on approach 
and extensive knowledge of client industries ensures that we reach 
pragmatic and efficient results, tailored to our client's needs. We strive to 
think ahead and outside the box, always adapting to find new and creative 
solutions. 

We help our clients achieve their goals and aim at keeping our market-
leading position in different practices. 

Consult our country report on Arbitration procedures and practice in Belgium

Also read our country report on Litigation and enforcement in Belgium

Both are published by Thomson Reuters in its Practical Law Magazine.

https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-013-9378?navId=200CC0DB0260E3F3C08B3AD305AC1146&comp=pluk&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-013-2762?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&firstPage=true&comp=pluk&bhcp=1


We handle arbitration proceedings administered by leading 
arbitration institutions around the world. We represent clients 
before:

THE NEW NORMAL
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Investment Treaty Arbitration - 
International Commercial Arbitration

 International Centre for
Settlement of Investment
Disputes (ICSID,
Washington D.C., USA)

 Arbitration Institute of the
Stockholm Chamber of
Commerce (SCC)

 International Chamber of
Commerce (ICC, Paris,
France)

 London Court of
International Arbitration
(LCIA, London, UK)

 Singapore International
Arbitration Centre (SIAC,
Singapore)

 American Arbitration
Association / International
Centre for Dispute
Resolution (AAA/ICDR,
New York, NY, USA)

 IDArb of the International
Distribution Institute
(IDArb, Torino, Italy)

 World Intellectual
Property Organization
(WIPO, Geneva,
Switzerland)



 Shenzhen Court of
International Arbitration
(SCIA, Shenzhen, China)

 International Trademark
Association (INTA, New
York, NY, USA)

 FORUM (FORUM,
Minneapolis, MN, USA)

 Independent Film and
Television Association
(IFTA, CA, Los Angeles,
USA)

 Czech Arbitration Court
(CAC, Prague, Czech
Republic)

 Belgian Mediation and
Arbitration Center
(CEPANI, Brussels, Belgium)

 Nederlands Arbitrage
Instituut (NAI, Rotterdam,
the Netherlands)

 French domain name
dispute system (SYRELI)

 UK domain name registry
(NOMINET)
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"A WEALTH OF ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION EXPERIENCE" 

WTR 1000



Some of our achievements 

ICC

Representing a U.S. chemical 
corporation in an 
international commercial ICC 
arbitration against a European 
competitor.

Represented a global online 
retailer in objection 
proceedings regarding its 
applications for Top Level 
Domains.

WIPO
Represented a leading internet 
hosting provider in objection 
proceedings regarding its 
applications for Top Level 
Domains.

ICSID

Counselling in an investor-state 
arbitration related to the seizure 
of claimants' real estate and 
business assets on the basis of 
alleged tax evasion, purportedly 
including physical mistreatment 
and the conviction of company 
personnel for various alleged 
customs, import and taxation 
offences.

SCC

Counselling in an investment 
dispute related to claims arising 
out of a series of energy reforms 
undertaken by a Government 
affecting the renewables sector, 
including a tax on power 
generators’ revenues and a 
reduction of subsidies for 
renewable energy producers.
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CEPANI
Represented a 
telecommunications software 
developer in an international 
commercial arbitration.

Conducted different annulment 
proceedings related to 
international commercial awards 
resulting in their setting aside 
based on grounds such as the 
violation of public policy, lack of 
reasoning, or the violation of the 
right to be heard.

WIPO, FORUM, 
CAC, NOMINET, 
SYRELI, CEPANI

Counsel in over 200 domain 
name disputes.

ICDR (AAA)

Representing U.S., Indian, UK and 
South American Internet 
companies in ICDR arbitrations 
regarding Internet governance 
issues.

Represented 70% of all claimants 
in Independent Review 
Processes in ICDR proceedings 
against ICANN.

Represented a U.S. global online 
retailer and a U.S. global online 
service provider and supplier of 
printed and promotional 
material, in objection 
proceedings regarding their 
applications for Top Level 
Domains.

"EXTREMELY WELL INFORMED IN THE AREA 
OF ARBITRATION AND RESPONSIVE" 

Chambers Europe



Flip Petillion has been regularly 
appointed to serve as an arbitrator in 
complex international commercial 
arbitration proceedings administered 
by leading arbitration institutions.

He is a member of the panel of 
arbitrators at institutions including: 
ICC, LCIA, AAA (ICDR), WIPO, 
IDArb (IDI), SCIA, INTA, FORUM, 
IFTA, CAC, CEPANI

Flip Petillion is a member of ICC’s 
Commission on Arbitration and ADR.

Flip has been on the WIPO team 
which drafted the WIPO Expert 
Determination Rules.

Several reference guides have 
consistently ranked Flip Petillion 
among the top in Belgium and have 
given him stellar reviews.

Flip Petillion was described by Legal 
500 EMEA as ‘achieving great results’ 
and ‘having a deep knowledge’ and as 
an ‘experienced litigator and 
arbitrator’ who is ‘responsive and 
knowledgeable’. He was ranked as a 
‘leading individual’.

In Chambers Europe, Flip has been 
‘praised for his expertise’. He has 
been described as ‘an experienced 
arbitrator’. ‘Clients call him 
“extremely well informed in the area 
and responsive”’. ‘‘He is regarded as 
“brilliant” and is “acknowledged as 
among the best on the market for 
complex contentious matters. An 
outstanding litigator, with a wealth of 
alternative dispute resolution 
experience”’.

Acquisition International presented 
him with the ‘Belgium’s Best Domestic 
and International Arbitrator’ Global 
Excellence Award.

He was ranked as an excellent 
arbitrator by Leaders League.

Flip was praised for his wealth of 
experience in alternative dispute 
resolution by WTR.

Jan Janssen is a rising star. He 
counsels on commercial and investor 
treaty arbitrations and serves as an 
arbitrator in commercial disputes. Jan 
is a member of the panel of 
arbitrators at CEPANI and ICC YAF.

UPHOLDING PROFESSIONALISM 
AND INTEGRITY

8

Acting as Arbitrator



Some of Flip's mandates 

CEPANI arbitration over a EUR 
5 million multinational intellectual 
property and trade secrets 
infringement dispute in the 
framework of a manufacturing 
process.

WIPO, CAC, FORUM and 
CEPANI arbitrator in over 400 
domain name disputes, with 
certain decisions involving up to 
500 marks and domain names. 

Arbitration (administered by a 
European national arbitration 
center) over a USD multi-
million dispute relating to the 
contractual determination of 
the price of nuclear energy.

Sole arbitrator in CEPANI 
arbitration concerning a real 
estate development dispute.

CEPANI arbitration over a EUR 
2 million international software 
development dispute.
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Some of Jan's mandates 

Secretary in CEPANI arbitration 
concerning a contractual dispute 
on the international sale of 
goods and services.

Sole arbitrator in CEPANI 
arbitration concerning a dispute 
about the termination of a 
commercial lease agreement.



Arbitration is a preferred dispute 
resolution mechanism for national 
and international disputes 
between companies, organisations 
and/or governments. It owes 
much of its success to its flexibility, 
efficiency and confidentiality.

At PETILLION, we have always 
been advocates of arbitration and 
ADR. Our profound knowledge 
of and experience with the 
features, benefits and limitations 
of a wide range of arbitration and 
ADR mechanisms allows us to 
identify the most suitable course 
of action for our clients. 

We build upon this experience to 
uphold our role as thought 
leaders. We regularly publish 
articles and lecture at 
conferences on arbitration and 
ADR. We advocate for 
regulatory and organisational 
improvements and engage in 
debates about arbitration as the 
new norm in international dispute 
resolution. 

ADVOCATING FOR 
EFFICIENT RESOLUTIONS
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Thought Leadership



Recent publications and lectures

Flip Petillion, Identifying processes that could usefully be adopted in 
international commercial arbitration, 24th ICCA Congress, Sydney, Australia, 
April 2018.

Flip Petillion, Alternative Dispute Resolution in IP Disputes, Essenscia, Ghent, 
Belgium, March 2018, and Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, February 2018.

Flip Petillion, The Constitution of the Arbitration Panel, AIA, 
Brussels, Belgium, October 2017.

Jan Janssen, Arbitrability, AIA, Brussels, Belgium, October 2017.

Jan Janssen, The role for international law in the protection of IP in 
the technology sector, Juris Eleventh Annual Investment 
Treaty Arbitration Conference - Technology, IP and Investor-State 
Arbitration, Washington, USA, April 2017.

Flip Petillion, Choosing your Arbitrator, AIA, Brussels, Belgium, October 2016.

Flip Petillion, Overview of the Independent Reviews Processes 
initiated against ICANN, ECTA, June 2016, Dubrovnik, Croatia.

Flip Petillion, Arbitration in Internet Governance, National CLE 
Conference, Vail, Colorado, USA, January 6-10, 2016.

Flip Petillion, Damages in International Arbitration – Any different than 
in Courts? - Valuation Trends and Methods Used in Recent Arbitral Awards, 
Juris Fourth Annual Conference on Damages in International 
Arbitration, Vienna, Austria, October 2015.

Books
Flip Petillion and Jan Janssen, Competing for the internet. ICANN Gate - An 
Analysis and a plea for judicial review through arbitration, Kluwer, 2017, 478 p.
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Recent Articles
Flip Petillion, ‘The relevance of Terms of Reference’, in Liber Amicorum 
50 Years CEPANI, Kluwer, 2019 – to be published.

Flip Petillion, ‘The Future of Arbitration - Identifying processes that 
could usefully be adopted in international commercial arbitration’, ICCA 
2018, Kluwer, 2019 – to be published.

Flip Petillion, ‘Bifurcation of Disputes at Transaction Level’, petillion.law, 
April 2018.

Flip Petillion, ‘Selecting an Arbitrator’, petillion.law, April 2018.

Flip Petillion, ‘Arbitration as an alternative for the resolution of 
Intellectual Property disputes, in F. Petillion (ed.), Enforcing Intellectual 
Property Rights in Belgium. 10 years of implementation of EU Directive 
2004/48, Larcier, 2018, 314 p., p. 281-304.

Flip Petillion, Jan Janssen, Diego Noesen and Alexander Heirwegh, 
‘Arbitration procedures and practice in Belgium’, Practical Law, 
Thomson Reuters, 2018.

Flip Petillion, Jan Janssen, Diego Noesen and Alexander Heirwegh, 
‘Litigation and enforcement in Belgium’ Practical Law, Thomson Reuters, 
2018.

Flip Petillion, ‘CETA, ISDS and the Belgian Veto: A Warning of Failure 
for Future Trade Agreements with the EU?’, in Global Trade and 
Customs Journal, Volume 12/4, Kluwer Law International, May 2017.

Flip Petillion, ‘The constitution of the arbitration tribunal’, in Liber 
Amicorum Professor Michel Flamée, 2016.

Flip Petillion, Arbitration, Model documents, Kluwer, since 2008.
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SETTING THE RIGHT COURSE



Our Team
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Jan Janssen is a senior 
dispute resolution lawyer 
with a keen interest in 
complex regulatory matters 
and technology. He 
specializes in commercial 
and international arbitration 
with a focus on intellectual 
property, information 
technology, and the 
liberalisation of sectors.

Jan’s practice primarily 
involves complex civil 
litigation and commercial 
arbitration in a variety of 
industries including fashion, 
media, postal services, 
technology and 
telecommunications.

Jan also provides 
contractual advice and 
assists clients in protecting, 
managing and enforcing 
their intellectual property 
rights both in an online and 
offline environment.

jjanssen@petillion.law

Diégo Noesen is a senior 
dispute resolution lawyer 
focusing on European and 
domestic litigation with an 
emphasis on intellectual 
property.

Diégo’s practice involves 
complex civil litigation in a 
variety of industries and 
sectors including media & 
entertainment, fashion, 
automotive, technology and 
telecom.

Diégo also provides 
transactional advice and 
assists clients in protecting, 
managing and enforcing 
their intellectual property 
rights. He has a particular 
expertise in brand and 
copyright protection, and 
domain names.

dnoesen@petillion.law

Flip Petillion is a leading 
domestic and international 
arbitrator and litigator.

Flip has been handling 
court litigations and 
arbitrations for nearly 30 
years. Matters were related 
to the following industries: 
intellectual property, 
information technology, 
media & entertainment, art, 
Internet, fashion, postal, 
telecom, energy, 
construction & real estate, 
automotive, aviation and 
aerospace.

Flip built an outstanding 
reputation through his 
special focus on intellectual 
property rights, information, 
communication, technology 
and media.
He represents multi- 
nationals and first-class 
individual portfolio holders.

fpetillion@petillion.law



Contact information

We are members of the Brussels Bar

Offices

GG 126
Guido Gezellestraat 126
1654 Huizingen
Belgium (Europe)

Contact 

info@petillion.law
T. +32 2 306 18 60
F. +32 2 306 18 69

www.petillion.law

Time zone
West 
Coast

UTC -8

PST

East
Coast

UTC -5

EST

London

UTC UTC +1

CET

Abu 
Dhabi

UTC +4

GST

Singapore

UTC +8

SGT

Sydney

UTC +11

AET

www.petillion.law
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Your gateway to dispute resolution

www.petillion.law

Attorneys - Advocaten - Avocats

https://www.petillion.law



