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Highly recommended

Commercial litigation
Leaders League

An incredible resource and very 
authoritative. Extremely measured 
and thoughtful. Advice is spot-on

Chambers Europe

Media Law International

Keen insight in the film, software and 
automotive industries. A trustworthy 

advisor in highest-stakes cases

World Trademark Review 1000

Excellent

Arbitration 
Leaders League
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Brilliant.  A wealth of alternative dispute 
resolution experience. Acknowledged 
as among the best on the market for 
complex contentious matters

World Trademark Review 1000

Top-tier ranking 

Excels in IP litigation. An impressive 
TMT Practice with a strong track 
record in the telecoms sector

Legal 500 EMEA 2018



Our International Distribution Practice

Business Driven
Strategy

Our International Distribution Practice covers the whole range of legal 
services related to the manufacturing, packaging, labeling, trading, transport, 
delivery and recall of goods.

Our team has particular experience in managing cross-border and multi-
jurisdictional commercial distribution disputes, handling court litigation and 
arbitration proceedings before domestic, European and International bodies.

We draft, review and negotiate different distribution agreement formats 
including Licensing, Concessions, Agencies and Franchising.

Our practice has a strong track-record and a wealth of experience in different 
sectors including Aerospace & Defence, Automobiles & Parts, Chemicals & 
Pesticides, Commercial & Professional Services, Film & Entertainment, Food & 
Drink, Health Care, Hospitality, Industrial Engineering, Pharmaceuticals, 
Publishing, Retail, Software, Sports, Technology, Hardware & Electronics, 
Telecommunications, Transportation, Travel & Leisure, and Utilities.

PETILLION manages the commercial as well as the regulatory, antitrust and 
parallel import questions related to distribution.

With the growing importance of e-commerce and online business, we have 
been representing new forms of intermediaries, especially with regard to 
liability issues for third party rights infringements by users of Internet 
platforms.

In international distribution, counterfeiting issues are never far away. We refer 
to our Intellectual Property Brochure and Brand Protection Brochure to 
read more about our Copyright, Trademark, and Patent practice, and our 
achievements.
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www.petillion.law/brochures


Drafting and Negotiating International 
Distribution Contracts

Doing business abroad proves not 
only a commercial challenge but also 
a legal one. Different legal regimes 
may impose different mandatory 
rules. Varying rules and cultural 
differences may impact a company’s 
international distribution strategy. 

PETILLION assists its clients in 
determining what kind of contractual 
relation suits their business best. 
Depending on the jurisdiction and 
local practices, the strategy may 
change.

We think together with our clients 
and we combine legal expertise with 
a thorough understanding of business 
best practices and industry norms. 

We translate a sound commercial 
strategy into contracts that are 
stable and predictable, making it 
possible to create strong 
partnerships and develop a sound 
distribution and franchising 
network.

We have in-depth knowledge of 
exclusive distribution agreements 
covered by the unique Belgian Law 
of 27 July 1961 on the unilateral 
termination of exclusive 
distribution concessions of an 
indefinite period. With regard to 
this Law, we combine both 
extensive drafting and litigation 
experience.

“EXTREMELY MEASURED AND 
THOUGHTFUL. ADVICE IS SPOT-ON” 

Chambers Europe



Some of our achievements 

Represented a Spanish major pig 
breeder in negotiations on the 
termination of a distribution 
agreement in Belgium.

Advised a Belgian producer and 
distributor of exotic fruit on IP 
rights and licensing.

Advised a Belgian bus manufacturer 
on distribution issues.

Advised a medical device company 
in reorganising its international 
distribution network.

Advised a globally active 
manufacturer of computers, laptops 
and tablets on copyright levies in 
Belgium.

Advised a Belgian leading cheese 
maker on commercial distribution 
contracts in the Benelux.

Advised a Belgian sun protection 
systems manufacturer on agency 
and distribution agreements.

Advised a spin-off of a major 
Belgian university on distribution 
agreements for solar panels in 
China and Japan. 
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“AN INCREDIBLE 
RESOURCE” 
Chambers Europe



International Dispute 
Resolution

Regardless of the level of detail of a 
distribution agreement, there can 
always be changing circumstances or 
events during the lifetime of distributor 
relationships that were unforeseen, 
requiring parties to adapt, rethink, or 
even terminate their deal. 

Our team has vast experience in 
preventing disputes through 
negotiating changes in all sorts of 
distribution agreements and in 
handling the swift termination of deals 
that are no longer viable or not in line 
with a company’s business strategy. 
We guide clients through these 
challenging moments, provide them 
with the advice they need to make the 

right decisions and represent 
them in court proceedings or 
arbitrations, if needed.

Understanding the legal 
complexities of multi-jurisdictional 
disputes and using them to our 
clients’ advantage is where we 
excel at. Our team regularly deals 
with private international law 
aspects of distribution law and 
issues of arbitrability. Our 
experience with both alternative 
dispute resolution mechanisms 
and court litigation helps clients 
find the right forum to resolve 
disputes efficiently.

World Trademark Review 1000

“EXCELS IN WEIGHTY CROSS-
BORDER DISPUTES” 



Some of our achievements

Settlements out of court

We assisted clients in achieving successful settlements in the following 
matters:

A UK pre-eminent engineering 
company focusing on world-class 
power and propulsion systems in 
a dispute on the termination of a 
distribution contract.

A U.S. Motor-coach manufacturer 
in a distribution litigation.

Represented a major furniture 
company, fashion designers and a 
nutrition, hygiene and personal 
health company in enforcing their 
trademark policy with resellers 
(Court litigation and WIPO 
administered arbitrations).

Acted as sole arbitrator in a  
dispute involving an American film 
producer and a South Korean film 
distributor regarding the 
performance of a motion picture 
licence and distribution 
agreement.
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A UK television format owner in a 
dispute with a Belgian broadcaster.

A Belgian producer and 
distributor of exotic fruit in a 
litigation that was settled out of 
court.

International arbitration

Represented a U.S. biochemical 
company in an ICC arbitration 
against a British competitor in a 
dispute about the interpretation 
and performance of a licensing 
agreement on the use of data of 
the principal.

Acted as arbitrator in a commercial 
CEPANI arbitration on the 
performance of a licence agreement.



Represented a German 
manufacturer of rubber rail way 
floorings in a litigation on the 
termination of a distribution 
agreement before the Antwerp 
commercial court and the 
Antwerp court of appeals.

Represented a German leading 
and global provider for digital 
information systems in a 
distribution litigation before the 
Brussels commercial court.

Represented an online music store 
and independent record label in a 
distribution litigation before the 
Brussels commercial court and the 
Brussels court of appeals.

Represented a U.S. major film 
studio in a litigation on the 
distribution of films in Belgium 
before the Brussels court of first 
instance, the Brussels commercial 
court, and the Brussels court of 
appeals.

Court litigation

Defended a German mobile 
telecommunications device 
manufacturer on the termination of a 
distribution agreement in Belgium.

Represented the manufacturer of 
luxury bikes in the fight against the 
sale of bicycle frames at the world’s 
international cycling fair Eurobike 
Show in Friedrichshafen, Germany.

Represented a U.S. global leader in 
the recovery and recycling of scrap 
metal in a distribution litigation before 
the Antwerp commercial court and 
the Antwerp court of appeal.

Represented an Austrian 
manufacturer in the fight against the 
distribution and sale of well-known 
luxury products.

Represented a Belgian distributor of 
Russian vodka in litigations before 
Belgian courts.
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Our vision for the future of 
international distribution

The distribution and franchising 
environment has changed 
significantly in the last decade. The 
rapid development of the digital 
economy has seen more and more 
traders transform their commercial 
activity in an expanding online 
environment where both 
wholesalers and retailers sell their 
products and services across the 
globe. As a result of this evolution, 
we have seen same-day shipping to 
customers become the norm, 
resulting in the rapid circulation of 
inventories.

Distributors and franchisers are 
taking advantage of new data 
aggregation possibilities to better 
understand local markets and 
optimize production to meet 
increased market demand. Further, 
advancements in software 
development and automation have 
also substantially increased 
operational efficiency and flexibility. 

On the other hand, these 
evolutions have resulted in greater 
pressure on manufacturers, urging 
them to more often establish 
direct lines with end-users. As a 
result, distributors will also have to 
adopt a consultant role, 
performing as an essential 
intermediary who is able to rapidly 
adapt to specific customer needs.

PETILLION has assisted numerous 
distributors, franchisers and 
retailers, including the world’s 
biggest e-commerce businesses, to 
develop strategies and adapt to 
evolutions in international 
distribution and franchising. We 
work with our clients to blaze the 
trails and stay ahead of the 
competition.
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Our Team

Flip Petillion is a leading 
domestic and 
international litigator 
and arbitrator. 

Flip has been 
representing clients in 
the distribution sector 
for nearly 30 years. 
Matters were related 
to the following 
industries: Aerospace & 
Defence, Automobiles 
& Parts, Chemicals and 
Pesticides, Commercial 
& Professional Services, 
Film & Entertainment, 
Food & Drink, Health 
Care, Hospitality, 
Industrial Engineering, 
Pharmaceuticals, 
Publishing, Retail, 
Software, Sports, 
Technology, Hardware 
& Electronics, 
Telecommunications, 
Transportation, Travel 
& Leisure, and Utilities.

Flip built an outstanding 
reputation through his 
representation of 
multi-nationals and 
first-class principals.

Diégo Noesen is a 
senior dispute 
resolution lawyer 
focusing on European 
and domestic litigation.

Diégo’s practice 
involves complex civil 
litigation in a variety of 
industries and sectors 
including media & 
entertainment, fashion, 
automotive, technology 
and telecom.

Diégo also provides 
transactional advice and 
assists clients in solving 
their distribution issues.

He has a particular 
expertise in cases 
combining distribution 
and intellectual 
property aspects. He 
has assisted and 
represented 
international clients in 
cases related to, inter 
alia, media franchising, 
content licensing and 
advertising.

Alexander Heirwegh is 
an associate specialising 
in e-commerce, 
intellectual property, 
information  technology, 
data protection, 
Internet, and media.

Alexander assists 
international clients in 
developing their 
distribution networks 
and online commercial 
activities. He advises 
and represents service 
providers and 
intermediaries in 
matters related to their 
regulated activities, the 
protection of their 
intellectual property,  
unfair commercial 
practices and consumer 
protection.

Alexander also has a 
particular expertise in 
online brand and  
copyright protection.  
He worked on various 
online trademark and 
copyright infringement 
cases.

Jan Janssen is a senior 
dispute resolution 
lawyer with a keen 
interest in complex 
regulatory matters and 
technology. He 
specializes in 
commercial and 
international arbitration 
with a focus on IP/IT, 
distribution law, and 
regulated sectors. 

Jan’s practice primarily 
involves complex civil 
litigation and 
commercial arbitration 
in a variety of industries 
including life sciences, 
fashion, media, postal 
services, technology and 
telecommunications.

Jan also provides 
contractual, regulatory 
and antitrust advice on 
distribution agreements 
and assists clients in 
protecting, managing 
and enforcing their 
intellectual property 
rights and licensing 
agreements both in an 
online and offline 
environment.
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Contact information

We are members of the Brussels Bar

Offices

GG 126
Guido Gezellestraat 126
1654 Huizingen
Belgium (Europe)

Contact 

info@petillion.law
T. +32 2 306 18 60
F. +32 2 306 18 69

www.petillion.law

Time zone

West 
Coast

UTC -8

PST

East
Coast

UTC -5

EST

London

UTC UTC +1

CET

Abu 
Dhabi

UTC +4

GST

Singapore

UTC +8

SGT

Sydney

UTC +11

AET

www.petillion.law
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Your gateway to dispute resolution

www.petillion.law
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