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An impressive TMT Practice with a strong 
track record in the telecoms sector.

Legal 500 EMEA 2018

PETILLION takes a complicated 
subject and translates it into 

simple analysis.
Chambers Europe

Top-tier ranking

Media Law International
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The strategic, commercial and very quick 
PETILLION team combines all the flexibility 
of a small firm with very experienced 
attorneys with wide-ranging knowledge 
spanning the IT and telecoms sectors. 

Legal500 EMEA 2019

Praised for being comfortable working at 
the place where IP and digital meet. Great 
understanding of issues from GDPR to 
online counterfeiting. 

Legal 500 EMEA 2019



Our TMT Practice

Putting digital on the agenda
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Digitalisation, emerging technologies, new forms of media and 
communication create enormous opportunities for businesses and 
consumers. Changes in the TMT landscape shape our society and require 
creative thinking. 

That is why, at PETILLION, we believe in a multi-disciplinary approach to 
meet the specialist needs of innovative companies. Our TMT team 
comprises lawyers with a full range of experience, knowledge and skills. 
This enables us to quickly grasp the technical issues that drive our clients’ 
businesses.

This is how we manage to provide tailored advice and to defend our 
clients’ interests in protecting their technology and in negotiations, 
disputes, and litigation. 

We help our clients navigate through changing regulatory requirements 
and advise on licensing agreements, access to and use of numbering 
capacity, lawful intercept obligations, e-discovery, GDPR, data protection 
and retention requirements, advertising rules, contractual obligations and 
information requirements towards end-users, value-added services, etc. 
Our practice also has an established expertise in competition law. 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/66a53a_1f19be1b09c5445e93a02e502781c89d.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/66a53a_ec4f2531dbe6422c9f43408b3ec1da03.pdf


Technology innovation transforms 
societies and creates new challenges 
to businesses. PETILLION 
understands technology, its legal 
challenges and opportunities.

Our team is at its best when 
challenged by new and emerging 
technologies that put existing legal 
norms to the test. 

We assist technology vendors, system 
integrators, software developers, 
automation service providers, etc. 
and their clients in drafting contracts, 
negotiating licensing agreements and 
resolving disputes. We assist new 
market entrants and established 
technology companies in developing 
best practices, self-regulation and 
future-proof contracts. 

Our experience includes AI, virtual 
and augmented reality, privacy, big 
data and GDPR compliance, cloud 
computing, application development, 
blockchain, UAVs, automation, mobile 
devices technology, cookie technology 
and social networking.

PETILLION’s TLD practice is another 
great example of the ability of our 
lawyers to deal with complex 
technology issues and related legal 
challenges. Our experience in the 
Internet extension’s industry has led 
us to advise major multinationals and 
multiple registry operators, active all 
over the globe, from the US to 
Australia. 

Please refer to our Internet, Top-
Level Domains and Domain Names 
Brochure for a more extensive 
overview of this practice. 

ADVANCING THE 
INNOVATION FRONTIER  
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Information Technology

"COMFORTABLE WORKING AT THE PLACE WHERE 
IP AND DIGITAL MEET"

Legal500 EMEA

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/66a53a_41cb5715f8f540e2b0828f0a30344ad9.pdf


Some of our achievements 

Advised a globally active 
manufacturer of computers, laptops 
and tablets on European regulations 
and copyright levies.

Assisted an international chemical 
company in contract negotiations and 
performance related to the 
implementation of enterprise 
resource planning software (SAP) for 
different production sites in Europe.

Drafted and negotiated numerous 
licensing agreements for IP protected 
products with a particular focus on 
software and merchandising.

Arbitrator in an international 
commercial dispute on the provision 
and development of a software suite 
for a global insurance company – 
CEPANI administered arbitration.

Arbitrator in an international 
commercial arbitration related to the 
use of patents and trade secrets in a 
production process for chemical 
compounds and resins – CEPANI 
administered arbitration.

Successfully contested the use of 
patents and utility models for anti-
competitive purposes in the 
automotive sector.

Successfully defended the latest 
applications for new gTLDs before 
WIPO, ICC and ICDR, representing 
clients in landmark arbitrations related 
to the liberalisation of the Internet 
and the accountability of ICANN.

Advised on the use of cryptocurrency 
(bitcoin) in share purchase 
agreements.

Successfully represented a global 
leading agrochemicals company in a 
commercial arbitration against a 
competitor about the use of 
proprietary data – ICC administered 
arbitration.

Mapped data streams and created 
policies for GDPR compliance for 
multiple international organisations 
and companies.

Advised a medical devices company 
on the protection of its R&D, trade 
secrets and technology.
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Content creation and distribution is 
an ever-evolving field, facing dramatic 
developments. The constant increase 
of content sharing on social media 
and the Internet in general creates a 
highly competitive market in which 
every player needs to adapt in order 
to be successful.

PETILLION provides the full range of 
legal services essential to the success 
of all players in the media and 
entertainment sector. We give no-
nonsense advice and represent cable 
operators, gaming and betting 
companies, sports and media 
celebrities, television production 
companies, record labels, singer 
songwriters, printed media 
companies, book publishers, 
advertising companies, fashion and 
other designers. 

Our team closely monitors all 
regulatory changes on both the EU 
and the domestic level to provide the 
most up-to-date advice to our clients. 
We have extensive expertise in the 
negotiation and drafting of all types of 
deals such as:

- talent agreements (screenwriters,   
film directors, actors, composers, 
production designers, etc.);

- broadcast licensing agreements;

- advertising, models, and author 
agreements;

- production agreements;

- IP transfer and licensing agreements.

PETILLION also assists clients on 
issues related to defamation, the right 
of free speech, personality rights and 
privacy rights.

STRENGTHENING THE 
CONTENT SUPPLY CHAIN 
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Media, Entertainment & Broadcasting

"AN INCREDIBLE RESOURCE AND 
VERY AUTHORATIVE"
Chambers Europe



Some of our achievements 

Pre-publication advice and clearance 
for press agencies and publishers.

Successfully represented well-known 
publishers in a dispute related to an 
international co-publishing and 
licensing agreement.

Advised important broadcasting 
companies and press agencies on libel 
and defamation, and the involvement 
of celebrities. 

Achieved a successful settlement for 
a major US film studio following 
litigation against Belgian local cinemas 
on the conditions for publishing 
content and pricing arrangements.

Successfully represented a Dutch 
publisher in a matter against a famous 
local singer and TV personality 
regarding the alleged violation of the 
artist’s personal rights.

Advised and successfully represented 
a US developer of mobile and 
Internet applications and provider of 
a sports betting game which 
cooperates among others with a 
major NBA basketball team. 

Advised an Oscar-winning artist 
regarding the use of his work in a 
video game and an animation movie.

Sole arbitrator in an international 
dispute between a US Licensor and a 
South Korean Distributor of motion 
picture – IFTA administered 
arbitration.

Achieved a successful settlement for a 
UK television format owner in a 
dispute with a Belgian broadcaster. 

Advised on mergers in the media 
landscape.

Successfully challenged the application 
of the Flemish Media Decree for 
violation of EU law in a case involving 
the international cooperation 
between broadcasters.

Advised the owner of one of the 
largest brands of spirits in the world in 
relation to advertising campaigns on 
social media and the online advertising 
of events. 

Advised on advocacy and journalism 
in matters related to freedom of 
expression and information, anti-
bribery and defamation in an online 
and offline environment.
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Telecom is about connecting people. 
In today’s world, telecom operators 
connect people not only by providing 
technical infrastructure; they are 
increasingly involved in the media 
landscape, the creation of content 
and the development of value-added 
services and technical solutions. 

PETILLION is uniquely placed to 
assist players in the telecom 
landscape. In addition to our technical 
and sector-specific expertise, our 
team benefits from first-hand 
experience in the global liberalisation 
efforts for the telecom sector. 

Having negotiated the reference 
interconnection agreement for 
Europe, our team is uniquely placed 
to understand the dynamics and 
pitfalls of interconnection-related 
issues. Our focus on dispute 
resolution helps our clients in landing 
successful agreements and in 
effectively resolving disputes when 
they occur. 

Our experience covers all types of 
networks, platforms and services: 
fixed, mobile, 4G, 5G, satellite, cable, 
television, the Internet, and OTT. Our 
team is well respected for its 
experience in ISP liability, regularly 
representing telecommunications and 
social network companies invoking the 
mere conduit and/or hosting 
exemptions under the e-commerce 
legislation. We have been involved in 
several landmark cases, including a 
referral before the CJEU in respect to 
filtering obligations imposed on ISPs.

Our services include counselling clients 
on regulatory requirements applicable 
to their activities in Belgium and 
throughout the rest of Europe, such as 
licensing requirements, access to and 
the use of numbering capacity, lawful 
intercept obligations, data protection 
and retention requirements, 
contractual obligations and 
information requirements towards 
end-users, and value-added services.   

We are also known for our expertise 
in competition law, which is an 
indispensable asset for our clients in 
the telecommunications sector.  

CONNECTING 
TOMORROW'S NETWORKS 
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Telecommunications



Some of our achievements 

Represented ISPs in landmark cases 
on mandatory cooperation with 
investigative authorities.

Advise on evolving regulatory 
requirements for OTT service 
providers. 

Negotiated a settlement for 
telecommunications companies and 
investors following the discovery of 
information that was hidden before 
the acquisition of a light MVNO.

Represented the Belgian Institute for 
Postal services and 
Telecommunications (BIPT) for many 
years in procedures brought by 
alternative operators against the 
regulatory authority before the 
Brussels Market Court and the 
European Court of Justice. 

Represented a major US 
telecommunications and media 
company when it took a majority 
participation in Belgium’s main cable 
operator. 

Negotiated the reference 
interconnection agreement between 
incumbent operators and newcomers 
in Europe.

Represented a telecommunications 
software developer in an international 
commercial arbitration on the alleged 
development failures of a VoIP and 
telecombilling software suite – 
CEPANI administered arbitration.

Represent a wide variety of national 
and multinational clients in significant 
MVNO, outsourcing and 
subcontracting projects in the 
telecommunications industry.  

Advised on and resolved disputes 
concerning regulatory and 
competition issues in newly liberalised 
industries including telecom, postal, 
media, energy, transportation and the 
Internet.  
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"WELL PREPARED AND EFFECTIVE IN 
ACHIEVING POSITIVE OUTCOMES"

Chambers Europe



Our Team

Flip Petillion is a leading 
domestic and 
international arbitrator 
and litigator.

Flip has been handling 
court litigations and 
arbitrations for nearly 
30 years. Matters were 
related to the following 
industries: intellectual 
property, information 
technology, media & 
entertainment, art, 
Internet, fashion, 
postal, telecom, energy, 
construction & real 
estate, automotive, 
aviation and aerospace.

Flip built an outstanding 
reputation through his 
special focus on 
intellectual property 
rights, information, 
communication, 
technology and media.

He represents multi- 
nationals and first-class 
individual portfolio 
holders.

Diégo Noesen is a 
senior dispute 
resolution lawyer 
focusing on European 
and domestic litigation 
with an emphasis on 
intellectual property.

Diégo’s practice 
involves complex civil 
litigation in a variety of 
industries and sectors 
including media & 
entertainment, fashion, 
automotive, technology 
and telecom.

Diégo also provides 
transactional advice and 
assists clients in 
protecting, managing 
and enforcing their 
intellectual property 
rights. He has a 
particular expertise in 
brand and copyright 
protection, and domain 
names.

Alexander Heirwegh is 
an associate specialising 
in intellectual property, 
information 
technology, data 
protection, Internet, e-
commerce, media and 
telecom.

Alexander has a 
particular expertise in 
online brand and 
copyright protection, 
and domain names. He 
participated in various 
online trademark and 
copyright infringement 
cases and domain name 
disputes.

Alexander also assists 
international clients in 
developing their online 
commercial activities. 
He further assists 
international clients in 
cases on advocacy and 
journalism in matters 
related to freedom of 
expression and 
information, anti-
bribery, and 
defamation.

Jan Janssen is a senior 
dispute resolution 
lawyer with a keen 
interest in complex 
regulatory matters and 
technology. He 
specializes in 
commercial and 
international arbitration 
with a focus on 
intellectual property, 
information technology, 
and the liberalisation of 
sectors.

Jan’s practice primarily 
involves complex civil 
litigation and 
commercial arbitration 
in a variety of industries 
including fashion, media, 
postal services, 
technology and 
telecommunications.

Jan also provides 
contractual advice and 
assists clients in 
protecting, managing 
and enforcing their 
intellectual property 
rights both in an online 
and offline 
environment.
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Contact information

We are members of the Brussels Bar

Offices

GG 126
Guido Gezellestraat 126
1654 Huizingen
Belgium (Europe

Contact 

info@petillion.law
T. +32 2 306 18 60
F. +32 2 306 18 69

www.petillion.law

Time zone
West 
Coast

UTC -8

PST

East
Coast

UTC -5

EST

London

UTC UTC +1

CET

Abu 
Dhabi

UTC +4

GST

Singapore

UTC +8

SGT

Sydney

UTC +11

AET

www.petillion.law
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Your gateway to dispute resolution
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